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HOT OR NOT? | CITY=-BY=-CITY DAT. FULL CO

HALF-A-MIL HOMES

MENBC.com looks at what $500,000 can buy in the U.5

Experts say the three most important factors in real estate are location, location, location.

In California, few home buyers would deny the existence of a housing bubble. The median home price
statewide has surged past $500,000, but even half-a-million will not get you much more than a shack in
the hottest markets like Los Angeles and San Jose.

Take that same amount to Kansas City and you can buy a near-mansion with 3,000 square feet of living
area, a spacious yard, golf course views and four full bathrooms.

Future homeowners in Houston don't need to look very hard for options. In addition to a lot of resale, there
is a large amount of new-home construction. Sales continue to break records in the city every month, says
real estate agent Susan Bryja of Prudential Gary Greene Realtors. New construction is so plentiful in the
Houston area that older homes can take longer to sell. And travel 30 miles out of the city and you can get
twice as much for your money.

Click the city names below for listings and photos.
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$499,900

3 bed/2.5 bath

Square footage not available.
Area price range:
$350,000 - $800,000

Year built: 1938

Property features
Two-story, brick home.
In-city/Old-Atlanta location.
Double lot.

Covered, two-car carport.
Kitchen has new Corian
counters, tile flooring, backsplash and white cabinets.

e Master bedroom on main floor.

e Landscaped, private yard features two decks, patio and pond. Deck can be
accessed from master bedroom or kitchen.

® Print this

Realty Executives Metro One; Susan Bryja, Prudential Gary Greene, Realtors; Gail Harrison and Victoria Carter, Burgdorff
Realtors; Eric and Janelle Boyenga, Intero Real Estate Services; Mela Mamallo, Coldwell Banker Danforth, Janelle Vann, Town
Chase Properties; Cookie Schweer, RE/MAX Heritage Homes, Neil & Ronnie Schwartz, Coldwell Banker Premier.

Producer: Susan Lim; Media: James Cheng;
Designer: Lisa Wilkins
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MORE FROM AMERICA'S HOUSING CRAZE

America's Housing Craze Section Front

= Calif. house-hunting hell

- Having faith in 'exotic' mortgages

- Real estate investment clubs thriving

- Job growth, home prices don't add up

- By some measures, houses are still cheap
- Housing bubble catching eye of regulators
« What $500,000 buys across America

- America's Housing Craze Section Front

Add America's Housing Craze headlines to your news reader:
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= More RSS feeds from MSNBC.com

- Ford to offer buyouts to workers - Video: Whitney, Bobby B. split

- Bush anti-terror plan rejected - Video: PETA: Irwin harrassed wildlife
= Gunman blogged about Columbine = Hollyweird: Tom Cruise buzz

- 2 soldiers killed by suicide blast - Matthews: Anti-Bush primary

= Judge: Saddam 'not a dictator’ = Video: 'Survivor' host defends show

Cover | U.S. News | Politics | World News | Business | Sports | Tech/Science | Entertainment | Travel | Health | Blogs Etc. | Weather | Local News

Newsweek | Today Show | Nightly News | Dateline NBC | Meet the Press | MSNBC TV

About MSNBC.com | Newsletters | RSS | Podcasts | Help | News Tools | Jobs at MSNBC.com | Contact Us | Terms & Conditions | Privacy
© 2006 MSNBC.com

© 2006 Microsoft MSN Privacy Legal Advertise Feedback | Help

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/8434493/ 9/14/2006



