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On average, younger workers have higher incidence rates of
workplace injuries and illnesses than older workers while older workers
have higher costs per claim, according to the industry's National
Council on Compensation Insurance.

Differences in the types of injuries accounted for a modest portion —
about 25 percent of the difference in medical severities between
younger and older workers.

The key driver explaining about 70 percent of the difference in medical
severities between younger and older workers is the markedly higher
number and different mix of treatments within a diagnosis.

As baby boomers reach the milestone age of 60, the aging of the

workforce has become a topic of interest in workers compensation.
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The greater number and different mix of treatments also contribute to
the longer duration of indemnity payments for older workers.

Carpal tunnel syndrome and injuries to the lower back are among the
top 10 diagnoses for workers of all ages.

Source: National Council on Compensation Insurance
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